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Of noteworthy news, we received an
extremely generous gift of a new residential
refrigerator for use in the church kitchen
until we decide what we will do to replace
the large commercial grade refrigerator in
the main church kitchen. Thank you,
Hilmar Cheese.
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Wonderful Wednesday Meals resume:
September 7, 2022

Great Plains News

The office will be closed Monday,
September 5, 2022 in observance of
Labor Day.

“Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Believe in God; believe
also in me.”
John 14:1
NRSV Updated Edition
When we’re honest the: “Do not let your hearts be
troubled” thing is easier said than done these days. With
all of the violent acts against humanity, weather
disasters, wars and the rumor of wars, inflation, church
and political division, our hearts can easily become
troubled.
Those of us who are centered in the church universal
should have hearts that care; probably making it is
especially easy for us to feel troubled in times like these.
As we lead from our areas of influence we must remain
vigilant in guarding our hearts in such troubling and
divisive times. We must ensure that a fair amount of
care is given to protecting our hearts from becoming
hardened. A hardened heart can easily lend itself to hate,
especially in a climate that promotes hate in these
troubling times preventing us from belief in God
through Christ.
Jabe Largen, the lead pastor at the United Methodist
Church in Pinehurst, South Carolina shared in the
United Methodist publication “Ministry Matters” on
Monday, August 8, 2022, that far too often these days, it
seems like even the clergy offer responses that look and
sound and read a lot more hatefully. Many justify their
rage by calling it (or at least alluding to it as) ‘righteous
anger.’ Righteous anger can be important, especially for
those utilizing a prophetic voice. However, there is a
difference between righteous anger and hatred.
Righteous anger is the posture of prophets in the
scripture when their care for God’s people and God’s
creation leads them to speaking out with force and
conviction. Righteous anger is a prophetic response to
human action being unjust and out of kilter with what
God wants most.
In a troubling age where so many times righteous
anger feels like the right response, we must tend to our
souls and be honest with ourselves to ensure the
response of repeated righteous anger does not turn into
feelings of hate.
Largen had a conversation with a friend some time
back in which they shared their frustrations with the
hateful extreme responses to events that are projected on
our screens daily. Largen remarked to his friend,
“Collectively, America and the Church have become a
donut. I feel as if we have no center. We go round and
round, and while we may be sweet on the surface, we
are bad for our health.” “Where is our center?” Largen
moaned. “The gospel is our center. The gospel centers
us,” Largen’s friend responded. “Ah, yes, I guess you
are right.” In that moment, Largen says that he felt his
heart soften, just a tad. During the next 31 days, or so,
try centering yourself on the Gospel of John 14, verse 1.
All the best,
Jerre

"No deje que se angustien. Creer en
Dios; cree también en mí.
Juan 14:1
Edición actualizada de NRSV
Cuando somos honestos, en estos días es más fácil
decirlo que hacerlo: “No se turbe vuestro corazón”. Con
todos los actos violentos contra la humanidad, los desastres
climáticos, las guerras y los rumores de guerras, la
inflación, la iglesia y la división política, nuestros
corazones pueden fácilmente turbarse.
Aquellos de nosotros que estamos centrados en la iglesia
universal debemos tener corazones que se interesen;
probablemente haciendo que sea especialmente fácil para
nosotros sentirnos preocupados en momentos como estos.
A medida que lideramos desde nuestras áreas de influencia,
debemos permanecer vigilantes para proteger nuestros
corazones en tiempos tan problemáticos y divisivos.
Debemos asegurarnos de que se preste suficiente atención
para proteger nuestros corazones para que no se
endurezcan. Un corazón endurecido puede prestarse
fácilmente al odio, especialmente en un clima que
promueve el odio en estos tiempos difíciles que nos
impiden creer en Dios a través de Cristo.
Jabe Largen, el pastor principal de la Iglesia Metodista
Unida en Pinehurst, Carolina del Sur, compartió en la
publicación Metodista Unida “Ministry Matters” el lunes 8
de agosto de 2022, que con demasiada frecuencia en estos
días, parece que incluso el clero ofrece respuestas que mira,
escucha y lee mucho más odiosamente. Muchos justifican
su ira llamándola (o al menos aludiendo a ella como) “ira
justa”. La ira justa puede ser importante, especialmente
para aquellos que utilizan una voz profética. Sin embargo,
hay una diferencia entre la ira justa y el odio. La ira justa es
la postura de los profetas en las Escrituras cuando su
preocupación por el pueblo de Dios y la creación de Dios
los lleva a hablar con fuerza y convicción. La ira justa es
una respuesta profética a la acción humana que es injusta y
está fuera de lugar con respecto a lo que Dios más quiere.
En una época problemática en la que tantas veces la ira
justa se siente como la respuesta correcta, debemos cuidar
nuestras almas y ser honestos con nosotros mismos para
asegurarnos de que la respuesta de la ira justa repetida no
se convierta en sentimientos de odio.
Largen tuvo una conversación con un amigo hace un
tiempo en la que compartieron sus frustraciones con las
odiosas respuestas extremas a los eventos que se proyectan
diariamente en nuestras pantallas. Largen le comentó a su
amigo: “Colectivamente, Estados Unidos y la Iglesia se han
convertido en una rosquilla. Siento como si no tuviéramos
un centro. Damos vueltas y más vueltas, y aunque podemos
ser dulces en la superficie, somos malos para nuestra
salud”. “¿Dónde está nuestro centro?” Largen gimió. “El
evangelio es nuestro centro. El evangelio nos centra”,
respondió el amigo de Largen. "Ah, sí, supongo que tienes
razón". En ese momento, Largen dice que sintió que su
corazón se ablandaba, solo un poco. Durante los próximos
31 días, más o menos, trate de centrarse en el Evangelio de
Juan 14, versículo 1.
Mis mejores deseos,
Jerre

“Eat, Rest, and Renew”

All at once an angel touched him
and said, “Get up and eat.” He
looked around, and there by his head
was some bread baked over hot coals,
and a jar of water. He ate and drank
and then lay down again. The angel
of the Lord came back a second time
and touched him and said, “Get up
and eat, for the journey is too much
for you” (1 Kings 19:5-7)
What are you doing here? Have you
ever asked yourself this question? In
the story of Elijah in (1kings 19), God
asks to Elijah, “What are you doing
here?” We see in this passage a man
who, in the literal sense, is
emotionally, spiritually, and
physically drained. The irony of the
story is that Elijah had just
experienced the greatest success of his
life: He had declared a drought in
order to punish the Israelite nation for
its idolatry, the worship of Baal,
which had been encouraged by the
queen, Jezebel. The drought had
ended in a contest between Elijah and
prophets of Baal. Now Elijah is on the
run, fleeing to Beersheba to escape
the wrath of Jezebel. The truth is that
life wears down even the best of us;
sometimes we arrive at these places in
life not because we failure but
because we didn’t manage our success
well.

All of us experience trying times
and tests in our lives, and I believe
these times are necessary for our
growth because they test the courage
of our convictions and the depth of
our faith. Sometimes trouble is the
platform for the display of God’s
Almighty grace and power in our
lives. Elijah got all the food he
needed, he got all the rest he needed,
he got all the reflection time he
needed. Sometimes that’s God’s call
to us: rest and renew.
Brothers and sisters, when we think
about renewal, we have to remember
the power of Sabbath that observing a
Sabbath is one of the ways God renew
us. If we allow our jobs and activities
to work us into an early grave, then
they will. An intentional, set-apart
time to rest from work and to rest in
God’s love is essential to our soul to
reset. Jesus said in Matthew 11:28
“Come to me all o you who are weary
and heavy burdened, and I will give
rest”. In other words: “Come to be
renewed”. Just as Elijah, we are
facing many challenges in our days in
this constant changing world we are
living on. Let us get renewed coming
to Jesus Christ so we may rest and
also have peace of mind and heart.
Amen.
Sincerely Your Servant in Christ,
Rev. Juan Espinoza

Jesus replied: “Love the Lord
your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the
first and greatest commandment.
And the second is…Love your
neighbor as yourself.”
Matthew 22:37-39
I was doing some research recently and ran
across this article that explains the colors we
(and many churches) use throughout the
year to decorate the altar and what these
colors signify. So…
Do you know?
The Christian Year includes two central
cycles focused on major events in the life of
Christ; The Christmas cycle (AdventChristmas -Epiphany) and Easter cycle
(Lent-Easter- Pentecost). Each of these
seasons begins with a time of preparation
and anticipation followed by a time of
celebration. A season designated as
“Ordinary Time” follows each cycle.
The word “ordinary” does NOT mean
routine or NOT special. Instead, it refers to
“ordinal numbers” (first, second, third, etc.)
used to name and count the Sundays (such
as the Third Sunday after Epiphany). This
term comes from the Latin ordinalis,
meaning “numbered” or “ordered,” and
tempus ordinarium, “measured time”.
The first period of Ordinary Time, called the
Season after Epiphany, begins on Epiphany
Day and ends on the day before Ash
Wednesday (the beginning of Lent). The
central theme of this season is the calling of
disciples and the early ministry of Jesus.
For some congregations, this will mean a
focus on evangelism, as found in the Old

Testament and Gospel. For others the
focus will be preparing to help others
grow in their discipleship. The Epistle
reading each week emphasizes this.
The second period of Ordinary Time, the
Season after Pentecost, follows the Easter
cycle. It begins the day after Pentecost and
continues to Advent. The purpose of this
season is to support new disciples and the
whole congregation in living out the gifts
and callings discerned during the Easter
Season and commissioned on the Day of
Pentecost.
Every year, Christians experience the
contrast between the central seasons of
Christmas and Easter, where we see God in
the events around the coming of Christ, and
the in-between times, where we see, speak
about and join God’s ongoing work in the
world.
Thus, we experience two regular cycles of
preparation, celebration and action in
ministry each year, using ORDINARY
TIMES as the primary periods of action.
(FYI) Did you know that our CASA family
members go out, regularly, and evangelize
to members of our community, telling them
what the First United Methodist Church has
to offer and inviting them to join us.
Blessings,
Sherry

“Speak. Your servant is listening.” (1
Samuel 3:10b)
As this new school year has
begun, many classroom families have
been building expectations and commitments in
the classroom. Watching and listening. Being
safe. Being kind. Learning routines and
schedules. Why are these so important and
take time to be established? When we know
what is expected and have tools to calm,
especially breathing, then we can enter learning.
We can engage and focus on what is being
asked of us. It is after much practice and self
reassurance, we can be ready to engage and
learn from one another. Even taking it even
further to find our places in our learning and our
work that build each other up.
These core pieces transcend into many
aspects in life and faith. My work every day
includes all of the things listed above. It allows
me to do my best work with the circumstances
given every day. Okay every moment. How do
we center our work with our calling from God?
What is it that God has asked us to do to
connect with him? To prepare our hearts? To
acquire wisdom? To guard our hearts? How do
we practice our faith?
This is a wondering for sure. There are specific
commands in the Bible that share with us how to
be close to God. One that is evident over and
over again is prayer. In a space just with God.
Building faith families and communities
brings unity, support and encouragement. We
have the opportunity to gather together to feel
welcomed, accepted, loved, and safe. With God
at the center, we pray together, worship
together, and fellowship together. We get to
practice breathing in the circumstances all the
while being immersed in the promises. We
wonder. We wonder about faith, hope, and love.
We wonder how this intertwines with our
experiences in life, love, and loss. We feel safe
to ask the questions. To ponder about what our
spiritual gifts are to serve. We do this together
as a faith community through it all. Then are we
ready?
Hmmm.. when we are connected to
God, quiet and able to ask God for what we
hope for in our faith and life journey. Are we

asking within our own desires or are we
asking in our desire to serve? Then, truly
listen, when God speaks. We can be like
Hannah, Samuel, Saul, David, and so
many more. God hears us. God hears our
voices and our hearts. God calls us to serve,
love, and obey. We get to practice these most
important things to grow closer to him. Our faith
grows stronger. Our heart knows that we are led
to listen and do God’s work. We are truly
blessed in all of those moments. Even in the
messy. Even as we are practicing and
discerning what is God’s voice and what is our
own desires. The name Samuel means, “God
has heard.”
Those moments, when all you can do is step
back, breathe, smile and know that the moments
that just occurred, are all God’s doing.
Our theme word this month is “Call’ .
From our Celebrate Wonder Curriculum we offer
with the children states, “To be called is when
we know our faith and our hearts have led us to
do God’s work.”
I look forward to connecting with God,
with our faith communities, and discerning our
calling to serve. Let us do this together with
God at our center. Look for the happenings in
Children’s Ministries and your ability to get your
kiddos connected in the opportunities offered as
well as ways to serve within Children’s
Ministries. Pray, discern, and sign up through
our Connections on Facebook and the Website
as well as at Church in a variety of places.
God Bless and Well Wishes,
Miss Melyssa Walker
Use the QR Codes to
Register children

Share your interest in serving in Children’s
Ministries

“Finding Sabbath”
“In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.”
These are the first words that open the
story of Scripture. God creates light, sky,
land, plants, sun, animals and humans.
The poetic story of Genesis tells of this
creation in six days. It tells of how after six
days, God is overwhelmingly delighted
and pleased with creation, deeply in love
with the birds and people and grass and
water. So on the seventh day God rests.
Author Dorothy Bass writes that in resting
"God declares as fully possible just how
very good creation is. Resting, God takes
pleasure in what has been made; God
has no regrets, no need to go on to create
a still better world or creature more
wonderful than the man and woman. In
the day of rest, God's free love toward
humanity takes form as time shared with
them."
This first Sabbath rest is an act of love, a
choice to show love by spending quality
time together. We should not be terribly
surprised therefore that the Sabbath is
one of the most important and often talked
about commandments of God. God wants
the people of God to rest, to nourish our
souls with uninterrupted quality time spent
with God.
Now this might not seem like good news
for those of us who love productivity and
checklists, for those of us who keep our
plates so full with activities and
responsibilities that spending one day a
week resting sounds as likely as spending
one day a week teaching pigs how to fly.
We might respond to God's request
saying we just don't have that kind of time!
The world moves faster now! And still to
all this, God says: rest with me. You are
not so important and in control that the

world cannot get along without your
work for one day out of seven.
Sabbath is a relinquishing of pride, a
relinquishing of the tempting siren song of
overworked and over packed schedules.
Our place and importance in the world are
not determined by how much we do,
volunteer for, or how many people depend
on us. Instead they are determined by
God's love for us. A love that invites us to
set aside our business and spend some
quality time with God.
What would it look like for you to join God
in Sabbath this week? Sabbath is not a
time when you sit still all day and try not to
be bored, all that is abandoned is work
and productivity, not fun or joy. Instead,
Sabbath is a day of worship, prayer,
family time, long walks outside, naps, and
good books. It is a time to spend with God
and those you love, a time spent with the
things that nourish your soul and breathe
life into your heart.
Author Tony Jones writes, "Sabbath is yet
another spiritual practice that at first blush
seems to be about giving things up (one
day a week to ‘get things done'), but in the
end becomes a gift that is beyond price.
In other words, it becomes an addition (of
love, joy, hope, peace, etc.) rather than a
subtraction."
Sabbath is counter-cultural. It is a counter
to many of our patterns of life. But it is lifegiving and soul-filling. How can you
practice Sabbath this month? What day,
half-day, or even couple of hours can you
intentionally set aside for Sabbath?
Bonnie

JOY! NEWS
“Blessed is the man who trusts in
the Lord.” Jeremiah 17:7
It’s that time of year again! SCHOOL DAYS!
We would ask you to keep all the staff, students,
parents, and teachers in your prayers! It’s always
hard to send a child to school, no matter what
their age may be, but as Jeremiah 17:7 tells us
we need to put our trust in the Lord. We can
trust in the Lord that he has helped us prepare
our children for whatever they may encounter.
We can trust in Him the He will watch over
them and keep them safe. As school approached
we need to think of the teachers. God made
teachers for a special reason, to teach us, to help
us, and to make our future; we are truly blessed
to have some loving, caring teachers. We need
to remind them how thankful we are to have
them. The staff here at Joy! Child Development
Center has prepared our children not just their
ABC’S and their 123’s they learned kindness,
and to love one another no matter what their
differences might be. They learned compassion
so that when a new child comes in they are
welcomed with open arms. They learned that no
matter what happens in life, God loves us and
will take care of us. These values that have been
taught are important as we send our children off
to school. I still put my trust in the Lord as my
now youngest, a Freshman in high school leaves
for school in the mornings and that he will keep
her in his loving arms as she learns and thrives
of what yet still comes her way in life. We here
at Joy! are so blessed to have such loving and
nurturing staff. Their BIG hearts have played an
important role in preparing these children for
“BIG SCHOOL!” We here at Joy! Child
Development Center will keep all of you in our
thought and prayers!!
God Bless You all!
Christina Brown, Assistant to the Director

THANK YOUS
Thank you to the church scholarship
committee for reviewing my application and
the gracious amount of this year’s
scholarship. I am incredibly grateful for the
help of the church throughout my time in
college. The generosity of the scholarship is
appreciated and I look forward to
completing my junior year at K-State.
Thanks again!
Andrew Finley

Dear Rev. Jerre Nolte,
Thank you so very much for the thought and
scholarship money from the First UMC
Scholarship Fund. I appreciate it so much!
Hope you had a great summer and never
stop making people laugh!!
Sincerely,
Reese Bell

We express our sympathy to…
…Jeff Taylor & family on the death of his
mother.
…the family of Robert Newell.
…Jeff Taylor & family on the death of his
father.

CARD SHOWER
The family of Virginia Orrison is asking for
your help in providing her a card shower to
celebrate her 98th birthday this coming
September 11th. Cards may be mailed to:
Virginia Orrison
2410 Avenue A AL 8
Dodge City KS 67801

Guests in Worship Sunday
We were delighted to welcome these guests at
Our services
(July 24, 2022)
In – Town
Alecia Caneto, Calletano Vargas.
Out – of – Town
Kevin & Tanza Bauer, Carol Riffel.
(July 31, 2022)
In – Town
None.
Out – of – Town
None.
(August 7, 2022)
In – Town
None.

A NEW WAY TO GIVE
You may have noticed our new website
design. One option on the top line is the
word giving. If you click on this it will take
you to a place to donate to your church. We
are now using VANCO, a company that
deposits money given directly into the
church bank account. This allows your
church to use the funds on a timely basis.
God has given and is giving us so much, it
is our privilege to give back to the work of
his kingdom.

Out – of – Town
Peggy Tuxhorn.
(August 14, 2022)
In – Town
None.
Out – of – Town
None.
(August 21, 2022)
In – Town
Ashley Guerra, Gerardo Guerra.
Out – of – Town
None.
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LISTS, LISTS, LISTS!
Below are the names of those who are
sponsoring flowers, broadcasts, bells,
Wednesday meals, and Upper Rooms for
the month of September.
PULPIT FLOWERS
September 4 available
September 11 available
September 18 available
September 25 Phyllis Madden

Chef’s Corner
Tonja Reed, Wonderful Wednesday
Meal Chef

RADIO BROADCASTS - $100
September 4 memory of James & Velma
Faulds
September 11 Ned & Dorothy Lowry
September 18 available
September 25 available

Wednesday, September 7, 2022
Chicken & Noodles
Homemade Biscuits
Tossed Salad
Cooked Carrots
Chef’s Choice Dessert
Water, Fruit Punch, & Iced Tea

TOWER BELLS - $75
WEEK OF
September 4-10
Lowrys
September 11-17
available
September 18-24
available
September 25-Oct 1 available

Wednesday, September 14, 2022
Hamburger Tater-Tot Casserole
Tossed Salad
Home-Style Green Beans
Tonja’s Famous Dinner Roll
Pudding Dessert
Lemonade, Iced Tea, & Water

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY MEALS - $100
September 7 anonymous
September 14 memory of Michael Williams
September 21 available
September 28 Ned & Dorothy Lowry

Wednesday, September 21, 2022
Soup of the Day
Grilled Cheese or Grilled Sandwich
Tossed Salad
Brownies
Water, Lemonade, & Iced Tea

UPPER ROOM SPONSOR 2022
Ann Frigon Farm Bureau Financial Service

Wednesday, September 28, 2022
Baked Potato Bar
Tossed Salad
Fresh-Baked Cookies
Iced Tea, Water Fruit Punch

OBITUARY
ROBERT NEWELL
Dodge City - Robert Hardin Newell,
92, died August 19, 2022, at Trinity
Manor Nursing Home,Dodge City. He
was born on February 21, 1930, on
the family farm south of Dodge City,
the son of Hardin Harrison and
Blanche M. (Durham) Newell.
Robert was a lifetime resident of
Ford County and a lifelong farmer of
the family homestead south of Dodge
City. He was a graduate of Dodge
City High School and also Dodge
City Junior College. On August 21,
1954, he married Phyllis Ford at
Dodge City. He was a supervisor to
the Ford County Soil Conservation
District in 1963 and served for many
years. He was a winner of the 1964
Ford County Outstanding Young
Farmer Award. In 1965, he was
given the outstanding
accomplishment award in soil
conservation from the Ford County
Soil Conservation District, in 1971 he
was given the conservation
achievement program award for
Kansas.
As he began his journey into
retirement he and his wife enjoyed
traveling in their motorhome to
Texas, Florida, Arizona, California,
and many other adventures along the
way finally residing in Apache
Junction, Arizona for 25 years. After
their Arizona adventures concluded,
they moved back to Dodge City to
enjoy their time with their children,
grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren. He enjoyed going to
coffee with friends, playing pool at
the senior center, and visiting with
anyone he happened to run into in
town.
He was a member of Farm Bureau
and chairman of the Concord
Township Board and attended The
First United Methodist Church.
Robert is survived by his wife of 68
years, Phyllis Newell of Dodge City,
son, Lane Newell of Dodge City,
daughter, Lynn Sutton and husband
Rod of Dodge City, grandchildren
Mandy and Melissa Sutton, Brett
Newell, and Megan Lowe, husband
Tate Lowe, and two great
granddaughters, Taeven and
Tymbree Lowe. He was preceded in
death by his parents, and four
sisters, Elsie Newell, Mildred Kastler,
Francis Gum, and Norma Jean
Schoen.
Funeral service was held at First
United Methodist Church on Friday
August 26, 2022, at 10:30 AM with
Rev. Jerre Nolte presiding. Burial
followed at Maple Grove Cemetery in
Dodge City. Memorials are
suggested to the First United
Methodist Church or Dodge City
Special Olympics, both in care of the
funeral home. Thoughts and
memories may be shared in the
online guest book at
www.swaimfuneralhome.com.
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31
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Last Year
Giving

277,339

Ministry & Mission Giving
Due for 2022: 62,901
Received as of 8/14: 25,263

Persons From Our Congregation Living in Nursing/Rest Homes
(Does not include those in Independent Living Apartments at Manor of the Plains)
Please remember in prayer those in nursing/rest homes.
If you know of anyone we have missed,
call us at 227-8181.

Trinity Manor
Patsy Craven
Joyce Crosby
Norma Ward
Robert Louquet
Lanette Housman
Carl Sucht
Reflection Living
Edna Maley
Florence Hill

Manor of the
Plains
Virginia Orrison
Jack MacNair
Bobbie MacNair
Betty
McConnaughey
Esther
Stephenson

Sun Porch

Overland Park
Joyce Barnes

Brookdale
Kenneth Stephenson
Ned Lowry
Jerry Rumbaugh
Barbara Meanor

Hutchinson
Richard Woodworth
Carol Strobel
Shirley Ullom

First United Methodist Church
…a community of joy!
210 Soule
Dodge City, Kansas 67801
(620) 227-8181
September 2022
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Change Service Request

OUR MINISTRY and MISSON GIVING

Great churches. Great leaders. Great disciples. Transforming the world.

Each church within the Great Plains Conference of the United Methodist Church is asked each
year to support the ministry of the United Methodist Church through our Ministry and Mission
fund. For 2022, that “apportionment” for First United Methodist Church
of Dodge City is $62,901.00.
Our support of the Ministry and Mission of the Great Plains Conference is a reflection of
our commitment as God’s eyes, ears, and hands here in Kansas and Nebraska and
throughout the world. Thank you for your continued support through our
Ministry and Mission giving!
Watch for More Information Here Each Month!
Your Lay Member to Annual Conference: Mike Morrison

