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    Dodge City First United Methodist Church is a place where people encounter Christ, believe, 
are made new, and go out in service to Christ and neighbor.

 

Upcoming Events for 

August 
 
Western 
Wear 
Sunday: 
Sunday, August 
7, 2022 
Wear your 
Western clothes 
to church in 
honor of Dodge 
City Days! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks! 
Sunday, August 14, 2022 
Calling all Students, those working in the 
schools, Teachers and Administrators; Bring 
your Backpacks, Bags, and Lunch Bags. At all 
services. 
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     “Mini-Methodists” 
Brenda Smotherman, a senior public 

relations specialist with United Methodist 

Communications talks about John 

Alexander of Jacksonville (Texas) First United 

Methodist Church.  Alexander is a retired 

Jacksonville High School head boys’ basketball 

coach receiving multiple honors for his positive 

influence on the players both on and off the court, for 

which he credits God. 

     “Coach Alexander’s influence on young lives did 

not stop within those hallowed hall, but also extended 

out to his church and surrounding community when 

he transformed old school buses to assist 

disadvantaged kids in a rural neighborhood of 

Jacksonville. 

     The church's children's ministry has been growing 

at a significant rate which spurred members to donate 

towards used school buses for their Mini-Methodists 

program. This is a Wednesday afternoon outreach to 

kids in first through fourth grade who are picked up 

from school and brought to the church to partake in 

food, fellowship, and fun. Over the years Alexander 

transported children via these buses to food and 

water, safe play areas, and sanctuary time. Now in his 

70s, he has hung up his driver's cap to oversee the 

maintenance of the fleet. 

     "You see change in kids as they come up here. 

They become more attentive to what's going on. I'm 

amazed at how well they know the Bible," noted 

Alexander. In fact, every Wednesday, children in the 

Mini-Methodists program have a 30-minute Bible 

study session. "I know in being a mentor for some of 

[the kids] that they know about the Bible, what it 

means, and where to find it…[This also] pours out 

over into our Lakeview summer camp program. We 

have kids that come to Mini-Methodists that their 

dads are preachers in other denominations, but they 

want their children to go to this program which says a 

lot for it," he added.  

     "Kids are our future. I taught school for 48 years, 

and kids want to know two things in life: that 

someone loves them and cares about them. But here, 

different than at school, we're able to bring Jesus into 

it. They know that not only do we love them here, but 

that Jesus loves them also" shared Alexander. "If we 

don't have kids that know that they're loved, that 

somebody cares about them, and that there's a God 

out there for them then we're in trouble." 

     Dedication to volunteering and sharing about 

Christ impacts families in the Dodge City 

community.  Why?  Because we love all God's 

children.  Consider volunteering this fall.   

 

All the best, 

Jerre  

“Mini-Metodistas” 
     Brenda Smotherman, especialista sénior en 

relaciones públicas de United Methodist 

Communications, habla sobre John Alexander de 

la Primera Iglesia Metodista Unida de Jacksonville 

(Texas). Alexander es un entrenador retirado de 

baloncesto masculino de Jacksonville High School que 

recibe múltiples honores por su influencia positiva en 

los jugadores tanto dentro como fuera de la cancha, por 

lo que le da crédito a Dios. 

     “La influencia del entrenador Alexander en las vidas 

de los jóvenes no se detuvo dentro de esos sagrados 

salones, sino que también se extendió a su iglesia y la 

comunidad circundante cuando transformó los viejos 

autobuses escolares para ayudar a los niños 

desfavorecidos en un vecindario rural de Jacksonville. 

     El ministerio de niños de la iglesia ha estado 

creciendo a un ritmo significativo, lo que animó a los 

miembros a donar para comprar autobuses escolares 

usados para su programa Mini-Methodists. Este es un 

miércoles por la tarde para niños de primero a cuarto 

grado que son recogidos de la escuela y llevados a la 

iglesia para participar en comida, compañerismo y 

diversión. A lo largo de los años, Alexander transportó a 

los niños a través de estos autobuses a alimentos y agua, 

áreas de juego seguras y tiempo en el santuario. Ahora, 

con más de 70 años, ha colgado su gorra de conductor 

para supervisar el mantenimiento de la flota. 

     "Ves cambios en los niños cuando vienen aquí. Se 

vuelven más atentos a lo que está pasando. Me 

sorprende lo bien que conocen la Biblia", señaló 

Alexander. De hecho, todos los miércoles, los niños del 

programa Mini-Metodistas tienen una sesión de estudio 

bíblico de 30 minutos. "Al ser un mentor para algunos 

de [los niños], sé que conocen la Biblia, lo que significa 

y dónde encontrarla... [Esto también] se derrama en 

nuestro programa de campamento de verano de 

Lakeview. Tenemos niños que vienen a los 

minimetodistas que sus papás son predicadores en otras 

denominaciones, pero quieren que sus hijos vayan a este 

programa que dice mucho a favor", agregó. 

     "Los niños son nuestro futuro. Enseñé en la escuela 

durante 48 años, y los niños quieren saber dos cosas en 

la vida: que alguien los ame y se preocupe por ellos. 

Pero aquí, a diferencia de la escuela, podemos 

incorporar a Jesús. Saben que no solo los amamos aquí, 

sino que Jesús también los ama", compartió Alexander. 

"Si no tenemos niños que sepan que son amados, que 

alguien se preocupa por ellos y que hay un Dios para 

ellos, entonces estamos en problemas". 

     La dedicación al voluntariado y el compartir acerca 

de Cristo impacta a las familias en la comunidad de 

Dodge City. ¿Por qué? Porque amamos a todos los hijos 

de Dios. Considere la posibilidad de ofrecerse como 

voluntario este otoño. 

 

Mis mejores deseos, 

Jerre 

 

https://www.jacksonvillemethodist.org/
https://www.jacksonvillemethodist.org/
https://www.jacksonvillemethodist.org/ministries/children/
https://www.jacksonvillemethodist.org/ministries/children/
https://lakeviewmcc.org/


“Creating Urgency for 

Change” 

 

“Do not be conformed any longer to 

the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to prove 

what God’s will is—his good, 

pleasing and perfect will”(Romans 

12:2). 

You and I have heard it said that 

people resist change, most of the 

times that is true, but not always. It is 

more true that people resist change 

that they feel no real need to make. 

For example, If we said, “Get up and 

go outside,” but you were relatively 

comfortable where you were, you 

would resist our suggestion. But if we 

said, “The building is on fire! Get out 

now!” we would see little resistance 

to change. I think that we will quickly 

make changes that we feel will make 

pain stop or help us avoid it. Urgency 

behavior is not driven by a belief that 

all is well or that everything is a mess, 

but instead, that the world contains 

great opportunities and great hazards. 

 

On the positive side, we will do the 

same thing. If I asked you to stop 

shopping where you shop, but you 

were pretty comfortable at your 

present store, then you would not go 

out of your way to change. But if I 

told you that another store, even a few 

miles farther down the road was 

offering three for one, you would be 

more likely to go. So getting our brain 

to move to create an ending, and 

getting the people around us to do 

the same, is going to take both: 

the fear of the negative and the 

draw of the positive. Our brain really 

needs to get it, that if we do not move, 

something bad is going to happen, 

also that if we do, we will get what 

we desire. 

 

Urgent actions are not created by 

feelings of contentment, anxiety, 

frustration, or anger, but by a gut-

level determination to move, and win, 

now. These feelings quite naturally 

lead to behavior, in which people are 

alert and proactive, in which they 

constantly scan the environment 

around them, both inside and outside 

their organizations including the 

church, looking for information 

relevant to success and survival 

because the constant practice change. 

 

Brothers and sisters, our world is 

constantly changing and being 

transformed and unfortunately 

sometimes not for best. Paul says in 

this passage of Romans 12:2, “Do not 

be conformed to the pattern of this 

world but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind”.   

We as Christians are called to be 

agents of transformation by the power 

of the Holy Spirit. 

So let us all participate in this process 

of transformation by changing 

ourselves and our world.                                                                        

                                                                         

Sincerely Your Servant In Christ, 

Rev. Juan Espinoza                                                                                                                                                  



Several weeks ago, someone shared 

with me a little book of “Prayers to 

Share”. There are 100 Pass-Along 

Notes for peace. How appropriate for the 

times in which we are living. On the first 

“note” it states: 
“Never be in a hurry, do everything quietly 

and in a calm spirit. Do no lose your inner 

peace for anything whatsoever; even if your 

whole world seems upset.” 

 St. Francis de Sales 

Several years ago, I made the decision…to 

do everything quietly and in a calm spirit. It 

became my mantra. I find if I practice 

calmness and patience, problems are solved 

more effectively, simply by taking the time 

to think things through. It’s in rushing or 

making snap decisions that mis-judgements 

occur. Which brings me to thoughts of our 

church family’s future. As we begin 

thinking of what the future holds for us, 

perhaps, this is the perfect time to share our 

thoughts and ideas. What would we like to 

see taking place in our church? No idea is 

too BIG or too small. What is something you 

would like to see happen? Think of one- 

time events. Think of monthly events. Think 

of studies you would like to see scheduled. 

At this point the “Sky is the limit”! We are 

looking for suggestions of activities we 

would like to take place in our church, for 

our church family and others.  

As staff, we are looking forward to the 

future needs of our church, looking at 

establishing more Fellowship events, for 

example: reviving Wonderful Wednesday 

Meals; Children, Youth and Adult activities. 

We hope to see, in the near future, ladies 

knitting or crocheting in the alcove by 

Jerre’s office; hear the choir practicing, see 

Bible Study groups, hear our bell choir 

practicing, see ladies attending UMW 

meetings, Casa worship, Casa Discipleship 

classes, Liturgical Dancers, Casa music 

lessons. The list of possibilities is endless, 

we are hoping to breathe life back into our 

church building by filling it with 

activities and participants. We want our 

church to be “the place to be”, our 

“touchstone” on Wednesday evenings. 

Then, let’s continue thinking outside the 

box….extent our activities to other days of 

the week. When Wednesday becomes filled 

up…let’s think of other days and other 

activities and events…maybe a Yoga class 

on MONDAY, an exercise class on 

TUESDAY, another Bible study group on 

THURSDAY, a walk around the church 

walking track…the possibilities are 

limitless. We want to offer activities that 

will “pique” the interest of our church 

family and friends. We are asking you to 

help us dream of what is possible. NO 

naysaying allowed at this point…this is the 

“what if stage”! 

Do not keep a suggestion to yourself 

because you are afraid, we “might” ask you 

to organize it. There is the possibility we 

might pick your brain for ideas on how to 

bring it to fruition.:) 

Blessings, 

Sherry 

 

“They spent their time learning…and they 

were like family to each other. They also 

broke bread and prayed together.” 

    Acts 2:42 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Give us this day our daily bread.” 

Matthew 6:11 

God is Great! God is Good! Let 

us thank God for our food! By God’s Hands 

We All Are Fed! Give Us Lord, Our Daily 

Bread!  

Our Church was filled with Chefs 

during VBS! As our Top Chef began his 

journey of opening up his “Food Truck” he 

was unsure and all of it was so unfamiliar. Did 

he have the right tools? Helpers? Food? And 

would he pass the inspection of the Health 

Inspector? He doubted, he was overwhelmed 

and yet not only did he get his Truck up and 

going, but he was able to go and partner with 

another! And another Chef was able to 

continue the venture!  You see, not only did 

he get it done, but he experienced how it took 

so many people helping  and faith to make it 

happen! 

As the week unfolded in music, stories 

from the Bible, and so many moments of all 

Chefs wondering and interacting in all of these 

experiences, it was becoming apparent what 

the truths were. We have ideas and plans as 

to what we need to sustain us in our lives. We 

have been given such amazing gifts of talents, 

resources, and promises of our faith. We have 

ALL we need to do this amazing life with.  

When we look to God in thankfulness for what 

we have, allowing us to focus on what is truly 

important and seeing the miracles in the 

hardest of moments happening in spite of the 

circumstances, we get to be present in Christ. 

This week we learned how we can 

focus on how God provides. We are fed by 

God’s hands. Not by what the world gives. We 

are to trust that God’s provisions are exactly 

what is needed.  I wonder if you have 

questioned God in the midst of life’s 

circumstances? God will take what good he 

gives and make it great!  He multiplied the 

blessings as he did with a small gift of a boy’s 

lunch to feed more than 5000! As the young 

Chefs made their way into the Church this 

week, not only did they receive the story and 

be fed, but the word of God will be 

planted in their heart. As it is nurtured 

through conversations with family, 

coming to Church, situations at school, etc, 

their faith will multiply. They too will then show 

others the love of Christ. Just as those who 

have participated in VBS and Church, are 

leaders and share the stories, music, and 

drama this year.  My heart overflowed with joy 

and gratitude and AWE as I watched them 

share Jesus at VBS.  

And the Adult Chefs?  I cannot speak 

for the others, however when I have the 

privilege to work with them shifting and 

changing their plans to offer ways for the 

young Chefs to participate, God was at work 

in their hearts. Wow! How my heart was fed 

this week! 

You see, this Food Truck we live in, is 

about doing it together. Sometimes we seem 

like we have all of it right. Other times we 

remember to always rely on the recipe book 

for the truth and recipes (the Bible). And when 

it is not going the way we think it should, may 

we remember our Health Inspector, (figure it 

out yet?)... God will always supply us with 

corrections, new ways, and a team of helpers 

to guide us back in the right direction. As we 

continue to place ourselves in groups that 

build us up and support us, Faith Groups to be 

fed by God and offer our thanks and praise, 

may we remember to be the Chefs that help 

feed others by inviting them into places of 

rest, presence in Christ, reassurances that 

God provides, and where we share our gifts 

and talents together.  

      What a beautiful way to remember 

how God provides for us! To give thanks, and 

to share the blessings as well as receive them 

from others. 

God Bless, Melyssa Walker 

 

 

 

 

 



“GROW IN FAITH AND BE 

TRANSFORMED” 

 

There is always one week in July 

that is filled with laughter, songs, and 

games. Without fail, Vacation Bible School 

brings fresh energy and joy to our church 

building for one week each summer.  

 

This year, some of our talented volunteers 

presented an amazing program!  The 

children learned about growing their faith 

with a fun Food Truck Party!  The “Main 

Course” was Matthew 6:11 - Give us this 

day our daily bread.  The “Daily Specials” 

varied from “God is Good!” to “Let Us Thank 

God for our Food!” to “By God’s Hands We 

All Are Fed!”  The kids were “On a Roll with 

God” with songs and skits and stories, and 

learned more about God as they nourished 

their souls.  

 

It was a wonderful week, and it got me 

thinking. Why is it that we encourage and 

support our community’s kids to take one 

week a year devoted to growing in faith and 

going deeper with God, but so few of us 

dedicate one week out of our year to the 

same thing for ourselves? What would it 

look like if we had a weeklong Vacation 

Bible Resort each summer where all of us 

grown‐ ups could nurture our souls?  

 

That may not be the most practical idea, but 

the truth remains that learning about God 

and growing in faith are not only important 

for kids, they are vital parts of our lives no 

matter how old we are!  

 

Paul writes in his letter to the Church in 

Rome, "Do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds!" Growing with and learning more 

about God are means of transformation for 

all of us! And the good news is that 

there are many different ways you can 

be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds at First United Methodist Church.  

 

One transformative opportunity to grow in 

faith is to join a small group. There are 

several small groups at FUMC that meet 

regularly and provide a space for souls to 

be nourished and minds to be renewed and 

challenged.  There are many individuals 

who want to be a part of a small group but 

haven’t found the right one yet and may be 

inclined to start one themselves.  If you are 

interested in joining or leading a small 

group, please contact me at 620.227.8181!  

 

Small groups are but one way that we can 

grow in faith, and there are so many others 

like Scripture reading, meditation, or prayer. 

Whatever works for you, take the time to 

find a way to grow in faith that feeds your 

spirit and is a vacation for your soul. It is 

those little daily habits of growing in faith 

that with God’s grace transform our lives!  

 

Transformed in Him, 

Bonnie 

 
 



 

 

JOY! NEWS 
“This is the day that the LORD has made; let us 

rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalms 118:24 

 
 Where has this summer gone? It seems as it has 

flown by. The child here at Joy! has been on the go 

since the school year ended in May. The children 

have either been having T-ball games, swimming 

lessons, camps, vacations, trips to Grandma’s 

house have been keeping everyone busy. Now it’s 

time to get ready for school once again, how time 

flies! We will have quite a few children leaving us 

to make the next step in their lives….. 

Kindergarten.  They are sure exited to go to “BIG 

SCHOOL” as they call it with the BIG KIDS”. The 

toddlers and preschool children have had lots of 

fun on water day on Tuesdays. The infants have 

been taking their walks in the big stroller and 

enjoying every minute of it! The teachers and staff 

of the center work very hard every day to teach the 

children respect, kindness, and to love one another 

no matter what their differences might be, and 

compassion so that when a new child comes to the 

center, they open them with open arms and are not 

afraid. The teachers and the staff work hard and 

they do a wonderful job at what they do. We are so 

blessed to have such loving and nurturing people 

on staff here at JOY! We wish everyone a 

wonderful 2022-2023 school year!! 

 

OFF TO SCHOOL 

Author Teri Anderson 

I’m off to school 

A brand new year 

So many things  

To see and hear 

 

Lessons to learn  

Books to read 

Problems to solve 

Friends to meet 

 

Think of me 

While I am away 

I’m off to school 

For another day! 

Peace and Joy! 

Christina Brown, Assistant to the Director 

 

SHOE PROJECT DONORS 
 

Given in Memory of: 

Jennifer Miller by Don & Kathy Ramsour 

Bob Bender by Marilyn Bender 

Roy and Beulah Ozbun by Bonita Hizar 

Jack & Amy Boucher by Bonita Hizar 

Mary Esther Osborn Jaeger by M. Scott 

Bob Meanor by Barbara Meanor 

Doug & ChaRee Smith by KaCee Richards 

Smith & Wycoff grandparents by KaCee 

Richards 

Jim Reneau by Eve Wayman 

Phyllis Ross by her grandchildren 

Keith & Jane Bradley by Joe & Susan Finley 

My dad Leighton Fairbairn by Jan Scott 

My brother Kyle Fairbairn by Jan Scott 

My grandparents Ruby Blankenship, Frieda 

Fairbairn & J.N. Blankenship by Jan Scott 

My In-laws John & Doris Scott by Jan Scott 

Imogene Haffner by Jane Gregg 

 

Given in Honor of: 

My husband Jim Scott by Jan Scott 

My mom Marilyn Fairbairn by Jan Scott 

My brothers, Scott, Brad & Lance Fairbairn 

by Jan Scott 

Granddaughters, Maddi, Alyssa, Raegan, 

Nora, & Emmie & families by Jan Scott 

FUMC Shoe Project by Keystone Sunday 

School Class 

Our 7 grandchildren & 9 great grandchildren 

by Dave & Sandy Tarter 

My grandchildren by Denise Parker 

My grandchildren & Great Grands by Jo 

Austen 

 

Given By: 

Dan & Beth Love 

Builders Sunday School Class 

Kay MacKinnon 

Several anonymous donors 



 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Mary Lou Warren became a member by 
transfer from Minneola Methodist Church 
Sunday, July 17, 2022 at the 8:55 a.m. 
service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOUS 

VBS “On A Roll With God” welcomed 

Chefs from our Church Family and 

community! A heartfelt Thank you to all the 

hands and feet that provided this amazing 

week in gifts of service, talents, materials 

and donations.  God Bless! Melyssa Walker 

and the Children’s Education Team 
 
 
 
 
 

David Monrroy Agustino, son of Isai Monrroy 

and Yadira Agustino, was baptized Sunday, July 

3, 2022. 
 

 T T Thank 

 

 

 

 

Guests in Worship Sunday 

We were delighted to welcome these guests at  
Our services  

(June 26, 2022) 
In – Town 

Roberto Torres, Mario Perez, Carolina Perez. 
Out – of – Town 

Bonita Hizar’s family, Agulin Guerrero. 
 

(July 3, 2022) 
In – Town 

Lynette Sewell. 
Out – of – Town 

Peggy Tuxhorn, Robert DeLeon, Aurelio Garcia. 
 

(July 10, 2022) 
In – Town 

Vincent Marshall, Jami Huse & Faelynn Huse. 
Out – of – Town 

Tanza Bauer, Beverly & Caleb Welsh. 
 

(July 17, 2022) 
In – Town 

Lynnette Nolau. 
Out – of – Town 

Peter Rundle, Rosa Albelgren, Selma & Carl, 
Beverly & Caleb Welsh. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We express our sympathy to… 

…the family of Gwen Brooks. 

…the family of Kathie Schlereth. 

…Melyssa Walker & family on the death of 

her uncle. 



OBITUARY 
 

GWEN BROOKS 

Gwendolyn Frances Wilson-Brooks, 97, 
died July 1, 2022 at Presbyterian Manor 
of the Plains, Dodge City.  She was born 
on June 9, 1925 at Springfield, Missouri 
the daughter of Louis Bishop and Edna 
Lee (Cowan) Heimer. 
They traveled to Kansas by train and 
settled in Hanston. She attended 
Southwestern College in Winfield, 
graduated from Sterling College, and did 
graduate work at Fort Hays College. 
Gwen was married to Glen Eugene 
Wilson, June 9, 1946 in Hanston. Gwen 
began teaching in 1946 and taught school 
beginning in a 1 room country school and 
at Beeler, Jetmore and Hanston. After 
retirement, she substituted in Dodge City 
and was also a librarian at St. Mary’s of 
the Plains. 
Glen and Gwen lived on the Heimer 
Homestead in Hanston, farming, ranching 
and teaching until moving to Dodge City in 
1984. They traveled to Hawaii, Alaska and 
Canada. After 45 years together, Glen 
passed away on June 9, 1991. Gwen later 
married Frederic Thompson Brooks, 
February 4, 1995 in Dodge City. They 
enjoyed traveling together visiting the 
Panama Canal, Australia, Holy Land, 
Egypt, Africa, British Isles, Greece, 
Turkey, Scandinavia, Russia, Europe, and 
the Caribbean Islands. Fred passed away 
on November 9, 2010. 
Gwen was a member of the First United 
Methodist Church, Dodge City, where she 
was a member of the Builders Sunday 
School Class; Brown Bag, UMW Circle 2, 
FISH, Christian Women’s Club, Stonecroft 
Bible Study; she also sang in the choir 
and played the piano for Sunday school. 
She was also active in the community 
through: ESA Sorority, FCE Extension 
Unit, PEO, Hospital Auxiliary, 

Chamber of Commerce, Depot Theater, 
Community Concerts, and Retired 
Teachers. Gwen was also a volunteer at 
the hospital and the Manor of the Plains, 
piano accompanist for church and care 
home church services and birthday 
celebrations. Gwen was awarded the 
Dodge City Area Women’s Chamber, 
“Woman of the Year” in 2015. She was 
also recognized as a Dodge City Family 
YMCA, “Member Champion” in 2020. 
She enjoyed going to exercise class every 
morning. Her goal in life was to reach the 
age of 93. Her mother and grandmother 
both lived to the age of 93. Gwen has 
exceeded that goal at 97 years, a 
wonderful life, well done. 
Gwen is survived by her children, Jim 
Wilson and wife Shirley of Ulysses, Jean 
Lyman and husband Dean of Sharon, 
Jared Wilson and wife Veronica of Little 
River, and Jolana Perkins and husband 
Roger of Miltonvale; 9 grandchildren, 4 
step-grandchildren; 10 great 
grandchildren and 9 step great 
grandchildren. She was preceded in death 
by her parents, husbands, Glen Wilson 
and Frederick Brooks; a brother, James 
Heimer; and a grand daughter, Traci. 
Funeral service was held at First United 
Methodist Church on Wednesday July  6, 
2022 at 2:00 PM with Rev. Jerre Nolte 
presiding.  Burial was at 4:30 PM on 
Wednesday at the Hanston Cemetery in 
Hanston.  Memorials are suggested to the 
First United Methodist Church of Dodge 
City or Hanston and Presbyterian Manor 
of the Plains in care of the funeral home.  
Thoughts and memories may be shared in 
the online guest book at 
www.swaimfuneralhome.com.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KATHIE SCHLERETH 

DODGE CITY – Kathie Schlereth, 79, 
died Friday, July 1, 2022 at Presbyterian 
Manor of the Plains, Dodge City. 

She was born on August 27, 1942 the 
daughter of James Raymond and 
Louella Mae (McMullen) Maas at Dodge 
City, Kansas. She was a lifetime area 
resident and worked for Air Midwest 
Airlines. Later on she went to work for 
Loren Jones Agency for many years. 
After retiring, she volunteered for 
Hospice of the Prairie and the United 
Methodist Church. She loved to keep 
busy and would spend her free time 
playing dominoes at the Senior Center. 

On March 2, 1990 she married 
Raymond G. Schlereth at Dodge City, 
Kansas. He preceded her in death on 
September 19, 2008. 

She is survived by; her brother, Roger 
Maas, Mesa, Arizona; 2 step-daughters, 
Ann Looney, Jetmore, Kansas and 
Elaine Felver and husband Jon, 
Goodland, Kansas; 5 step-
grandchildren; and 2 step-great 
grandchildren. 

She was also preceded in death by her 
parents, and one brother, Jim Maas. 

Funeral Service was held at 10:00 am 
on Thursday, July 7, 2022 at Ziegler 
Funeral Chapel, Dodge City with Rev. 
Dick Robbins officiating. Burial followed 
at the Bucklin Cemetery, Bucklin.  

The family suggests memorials to the 
Ford County Humane Society in care of 
Minnis Mortuary, 1901 N. 14th Ave., 
Dodge City, Kansas 67801. 

 

 

LISTS, LISTS, LISTS! 

Below are the names of those who are 
sponsoring flowers, broadcasts, bells, 
Wednesday meals, and Upper Rooms for 
the month of August. 
 

PULPIT FLOWERS 
August 7 Donna Imel 
August 14 Duane Ross 
August 21 Ben & Debby Kennedy 
August 28 Charlie Faulds 
 

 
RADIO BROADCASTS - $100 

August 7 memory of James & Velma 
Faulds 

August 14 available 
August 21 Ned & Dorothy Lowry 
August 28 Chris & KaCee Richards 
 
 

TOWER BELLS - $75 
WEEK OF   
July 31-August 6 Austens 
August 7-13 Jane Gregg 
August 14-20 Duane Ross 
August 21-27  Jane Gregg 
 
 
 
 

UPPER ROOM SPONSOR 2022 
Ann Frigon Farm Bureau Financial Service 
 

 

 



 

 

The Church’s Vital Statistics 

 
Date Worship 

Attendance 

Last Year 

Worship 

Attendance 

Sunday 

School 

Last Year 

Sunday 

School 

Giving Last Year 

Giving 

6/19 

 

200 250 29 0 2,963 1,813 

6/26 

 

251 259 33 0 21,841 5,699 

7/3 

 

162 205 27 0 6,584 4,171 

7/10 

 

247 214 34 0 4,421 9,030 

YTD 6,657 

 

6,482 916 0 224,091 245,586 

YTD avg 

 

230 232 32 0   

Ministry & Mission Giving 

Due for 2022: 62,901 

Received as of 7/17: 23,867 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Persons From Our Congregation Living in Nursing/Rest Homes 

(Does not include those in Independent Living Apartments at Manor of the Plains) 
Please remember in prayer those in nursing/rest homes. 

If you know of anyone we have missed, 
call us at 227-8181. 

 
 

Trinity Manor 

Patsy Craven 

Joyce Crosby 

Norma Ward 

Robert Louquet 

Robert Newell 

Lanette Housman 

Carl Sucht 

 

Reflection Living 

Edna Maley 

Florence Hill 

Manor of the 

Plains 

Virginia Orrison 

Jack MacNair 

Bobbie MacNair 

Betty 

McConnaughey 

Esther 

Stephenson 

 

 

Sun Porch 

 

 

 

Brookdale 

Kenneth Stephenson 

Ned Lowry 

Jerry Rumbaugh 

Barbara Meanor 

 

 

Overland Park 

Joyce Barnes 

 

 

Hutchinson 

Richard Woodworth 

Carol Strobel 
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Change Service Request 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR MINISTRY and MISSON GIVING 

 
Great churches. Great leaders. Great disciples. Transforming the world. 

Each church within the Great Plains Conference of the United Methodist Church is asked each 

year to support the ministry of the United Methodist Church through our Ministry and Mission 

fund. For 2022, that “apportionment” for First United Methodist Church 

of Dodge City is $62,901.00. 

A portion of the Ministry and Mission funds is used to support the Conference Emergency 

Response Team. Throughout the conference there are 276 trained and certified volunteers 

whose mission is to be the first team into a disaster area and the last team to leave. 

Through our support of the Great Plains Conference we are enabling this team 

to be God’s eyes and hands here on earth.  

 Thank You for your generous support of our Ministry and Missions! 

Watch for More Information Here Each Month! 

Your Lay Member to Annual Conference: Mike Morrison 

 

 


