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Great Plains News

“Talking About War and
Violence”
Perhaps four to five years ago, I ran
across an article turned into a small group or family
discussion starter. After the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, and the recent acceleration of gun violence I
began my search for a conversation starter kit from Joe
Iovion, of the United Methodist Communications
offices in Nashville, Tennessee.
The United Methodist Book of Discipline serves as a
guide for you, so come to the Church Library (easthallway) at the church to check out a Book of
Discipline.
Ask your family, small group, or yourself, these two
questions. Allow time for the question to sink in and the
formulation of a thought to develop.
 Should violence always be condemned or are
there circumstances under which it is
justified?
 Is violence a necessary evil, and if so, when is
it wrong and when it is a valid response?
Although The United Methodist Book of
Discipline states, "We believe war is incompatible with
the teachings and example of Christ" (Book of
Discipline, ¶165, C), it also acknowledges that United
Methodists are not in agreement about the use of force.
Our Social Principles read, "Some of us believe that
war, and other acts of violence, are never acceptable to
Christians. We also acknowledge that many Christians
believe that, when peaceful alternatives have failed, the
force of arms may regretfully be preferable to
unchecked aggression, tyranny and genocide" (Book of
Discipline, ¶164, I). This of course leaves us to live
with and in the tension.
Thankfully, we have one another to help us hear God
speaking to our hearts. Honest and respectful
conversations among people of faith are a means of
grace that allows the Holy Spirit to touch our hearts
through the words of others.
Try using any or all of these eight questions for good
conversation after looking at Matthew 25:31-46 for a
frame of reference.
 How does this inform your thinking about war,
peace, and violence?
 When is military action justified?
 When is military action wrong?
 Is military action a viable way to stand up for
those who are suffering?
 What is a "tolerable amount" of violence?
 When is violence justified in one's personal
life?
 How is that different?
 How is it similar?
Keep the faith by asking questions which is always a
best practice.
All the best,
Jerre

“Hablando de Guerra y Violencia”
Tal vez hace cuatro o cinco años, me
encontré con un artículo que se convirtió en un
tema de inicio para un grupo pequeño o una discusión
familiar. Después de la invasión rusa de Ucrania y la
reciente aceleración de la violencia armada, comencé
mi búsqueda de un kit de inicio de conversación de
Joe Iovion, de las oficinas de United Methodist
Communications en Nashville, Tennessee.
El Libro de Disciplina de los Metodistas Unidos
puede servir como guía para usted, así que venga a la
Biblioteca de la Iglesia (pasillo este) en la iglesia para
sacar un Libro de Disciplina.
Hágale estas dos preguntas a su familia, a su
grupo pequeño oa usted mismo. Deje tiempo para que
la pregunta se asiente y se desarrolle la formulación
de un pensamiento.
• ¿Debe condenarse siempre la violencia o existen
circunstancias en las que se justifica?
• ¿Es la violencia un mal necesario? De ser así,
¿cuándo está mal y cuándo es una respuesta válida? .
Aunque el Libro de Disciplina de los Metodistas
Unidos afirma: "Creemos que la guerra es
incompatible con las enseñanzas y el ejemplo de
Cristo" (Libro de Disciplina, ¶165, C), también
reconoce que los Metodistas Unidos no están de
acuerdo sobre el uso de la fuerza. Nuestros Principios
Sociales dicen: “Algunos de nosotros creemos que la
guerra y otros actos de violencia nunca son
aceptables para los cristianos. agresión, tiranía y
genocidio" (Libro de Disciplina, ¶164, I). Esto por
supuesto nos deja vivir con y en la tensión.
Afortunadamente, nos tenemos unos a otros para
ayudarnos a escuchar a Dios hablando a nuestros
corazones. Las conversaciones honestas y
respetuosas entre personas de fe son un medio de
gracia que permite que el Espíritu Santo toque
nuestros corazones a través de las palabras de los
demás.
Trate de usar cualquiera o todas estas ocho
preguntas para una buena conversación después de
leer Mateo 25:31-46 como marco de referencia.
• ¿Cómo influye esto en su forma de pensar acerca de
la guerra, la paz y la violencia?
• ¿Cuándo se justifica la acción militar?
• ¿Cuándo es mala la acción militar?
• ¿Es la acción militar una forma viable de defender a
los que sufren?
• ¿Qué es una "cantidad tolerable" de violencia?
• ¿Cuándo se justifica la violencia en la vida
personal?
• ¿Cómo es eso diferente?
• ¿En qué se parece?
Mantén la fe haciendo preguntas, lo cual siempre
es una buena práctica.
Mis mejores deseos, Jerre

“An Attitude of Praise Makes
the Difference ”
“Praise the Lord, O my soul; and
all my inmost being, praise His holy
name. Praise the Lord O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits—who
forgives all your sins and heals all
your diseases; and who redeems your
life from destruction” (Psalm 103:13).
How David has benefitted from God’s
favor? Who does David address in
verses 1-5? It seems to me that he is
talking to himself, but he is directing
to the community of believers as a
whole. David believes that the way to
be most open to the Spirit is through
singing and giving thanks for every
blessing that we receive from God.
Brothers and sisters, one of the things
that I enjoy most during worship is, to
be able to sing together as a
community of faith and be able to
express my gratitude to the Lord, but
with the congregation of the saints of
Christ in person.
Unfortunately in our days,
COMMUNAL SINGING is rarer and
rarer. Once it was not uncommon for
people to sing at work, in fields, but
one would be hard-pressed to find a
work place where people sing
together for encouragement. People
still love music of course, but that
music now comes directly to an
individual ear through an iPod or
other personal music device. How do
our congregations see praise and
worship music? Praising together is

something to uplift, encourage,
and connect us to one another. It
is hard to believe but there are
churches where congregations sing
vigorously, there are also many who
sit and let the choirs, soloists, or
praise band do the singing for them.
We offer praise and worship to God
here in Dodge City First UMC along
with the choir and the beautiful voices
of the soloists; and it sounds like a
choir of angels.
Singing together is a way to keep
communities together. Even though
communal singing may be rarer in
these days, but it’s just as vital as it
was in the times of King David. The
early Christians also knew very well
that worship, including time for
singing together, would strengthen,
encourage and unite their
congregations according to (Act 2:4647). The same still holds true for us.
Singing “psalms, hymns and spiritual
songs” connect us to our ancestors in
the faith, our history, and brings us
together in the present with hope for
the future. Singing increases our joy
in praise. Singing together comforts
and encourages in our Christian
journey. Brothers and sisters, we learn
from King David the importance of
having an attitude of praise, and being
grateful at the same time. So let us
make the difference in our days, and
praising God with all our hearts,
minds and souls! Amen.
Your Servant In Christ,
Rev. Juan Espinoza

Jesus said, “Let the children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of heaven belongs to such as these”
Matthew 19:14
VBS – Vacation Bible School…this summer
program in many churches today, has an
interesting and often conflicting history as to when
it began, where it began and by whom it was
started. I researched and found some information
that believe you might find interesting.
I found “Facets of Faith: Who created vacation
Bible school?” by Leila Pitchford-English.
Published July 5, 2019, it reads as follows:
Vacation Bible school, while not as widespread as
it once was, is still a rite of summer for many
children and churches. But where did it start and
why?
Late 1800s
One reference stated the first summer church
program was in 1877 in Montreal but offered no
details. Another mentioned a Methodist Episcopal
Church holding a program near Lake Chautauqua,
New York, in the early 1870s.
But in a 1964 history of VBS, the idea was traced
back to Boston just after the Civil War, but others
say it started in 1894 when D.T. Miles, a
Methodist preacher’s wife and former publicschool teacher, enrolled 40 children in Hopedale,
Illinois, in a four-week Bible school. Parents paid
$1 per child, and Bibles were donated by the Bible
Society.
Teenagers helped Miles, and the group met in a
school and held recreation activities in a nearby
park. Activities included crafts, singing, contests
and storytelling.
1896 New York
Virginia Sinclair Hawes, who was a native of
Charlottesville, Virginia, living in New York city,
is credited with the idea by some researchers.
In 1896, 1899 and 1900, Hawes rented a beer
garden in New York to hold a six-week Everyday
Bible School in the summer. The children met
there in the mornings when there were not
patrons. The youngsters were allowed to come in
play clothes and the building was near their homes.
Hawes’ school was successful, so her church,
Epiphany Baptist Church, tried to hold its own
version of the school. However, attendance at the
church required children to dress up and make a
special trip, so numbers dropped. Later, the church

rented a room from a church closer to the
beer garden, but that one wasn’t successful
either.
At the peak, Hawes ran seven of the summer
schools.
1900 Wisconsin
In Elk Mound, Wisconsin, Congregationalist
pastor Howard R. Vaughan started a program that
was shorter and more Bible-focused than some of
the other programs. He hired public school
teachers to lead the classes.
His work led to a manual, “The Vacation Religious
Day School”, being publisher in 1920. The book is
available on Google Books.
1901 New York
In 1901, Robert G. Boville, executive secretary of
the New York City Baptist Board of Missions, ran
five summer schools. He used university students,
including Harry Emerson Fosdick, who would
become a famous pastor, to run the program.
Boville was inspired to start the program for
reasons similar to Robert Raikes, who is
considered the father of Sunday School. Both felt
keeping children busy during down times would
keep them out of trouble.
By the second year, Boville’s program had 1,500
students. It would spread to Philadelphia and
Chicago, and Boville created a national association
in 1907.
Today’s VBS
While the summer Bible program was very
popular, by the 1950’s what was once a sevenweek program was down to two weeks. And by the
1970’s many churches had one week of Vacation
Bible School.
A study by George Barna showed in 1997, four of
five American churches held Vacation Bible
School, dropping to two of three churches by 2013.
In the past few decades, churches have reworked
the summer Bible school format. Some have
dropped it to just a few days. As more adults work,
some programs have moved from day to night,
allowing more adults to volunteer or to add adult
classes with the children’s programs.
While the history may not be clear, memories
from students often are. What is your memory of
Vacation Bible School?
Blessings,
Sherry

“Give us this day our daily bread.”
Matthew 6:11
God is Great! God is Good! Let us thank
God for our food! By God’s Hands We All
Are Fed! Give Us Lord, Our Daily Bread!
Are these words familiar? They are to my
heart. Most every meal, these words were
prayed by my family as a child and then as
a Mama. What a beautiful way to remember
how God provides for us! To give thanks,
and to share the blessings as well as
receive them from others. As we pray for
ways our Church family can experience the
stories of God providing the manna to God's
people in the wilderness, the endless oil,
Daniel being thankful and eating the food
that sustains him, Jesus feeding the 5000
and Breakfast on the Beach with Jesus and
his Faith followers, what comes to your
heart and mind?
How have you experienced being fed by
Jesus? Those joy moments sometimes
come after the struggles or the wondering IF
God will provide. What a blessed promise
that God is Good and will provide.
These stories may be asking us to look
beyond the nutritional foods and into
spiritual truth. I have had the privilege to
serve in groups at FUMC and our
community and see God's faithfulness over
and over again. God has been working in
us. God provides us with spiritual gifts to do
the work in spreading the GOOD news.
God uses all we have to offer to create
opportunities and weaves people meeting
them with where people are in their spiritual
journey and amazing things happen!

I believe similar things will happen as
we invite, open our doors, and
experience VBS this year! Come
bring your loaves and fishes! Let's see the
love of Christ!
VBS Kick-Off will be held on July 17th with
VBS Child registration, food, music and
more! All are invited! Look for details in the
First Flash, in the bulletin, and during
announcements.
This summer we have an opportunity to
share the Good news and proclaim the love
of Christ through Vacation Bible School;
VBS. Many hands and feet are needed to
offer VBS. Leaders, singers, dancers.
class/group teachers, decorators, snack
providers, materials providers, donators,
guides, greeters, preparers and many more.
Look for the VBS Center by the Welcome
Center to sign up! Or message Melyssa
Walker at 620-682-3931 or
melyssawhite@gmail.com.
God Bless,
Melyssa Walker

Save The Date! VBS July 17-21, 2022
Evenings
“Give us this day our daily bread.”
Matthew 6:11
Look for ways to be a leader
and be a part!

Summertime is a time for vacations
and trips. A time to unplug and
recharge. A time for adventure and
making new memories. For many
years, I and a group of friends ventured up
to Coldwater Lake for our annual camping
trip. This trip was one of my very favorite
summer traditions. I remember the first year
I went feeling completely awkward, both
because I had not camped for several years
and because I was new to the “circle” of
friends and therefore not sure if I really
made the cut. The welcome I received was
unconditional as everyone pitched in to help
with whatever little things were forgotten
and whatever meals needed to be shared.
After that first time, I was hooked and I
looked forward to it every year, not just
because it was a chance to unplug but also
because of the relationships built around a
floatie, a campfire, or simply over a friendly
conversation.
But those annual trips were more than just
the relationships and the camping. On the
last morning, typically Sunday, I was always
stunned by what a spiritual thing camping
can be. One year I thought of the creation
story from the first chapter of Genesis. Not
only did I think of the story, but I also looked
at the nature around me. I confess that
paying attention is something I sometimes
struggle with. It’s easy to get swept away in
the routines of life and to fail to notice things
as simple as bugs dancing in the sunlight,
wind blowing through the trees, or the other
overlooked signs of God’s loving care all
around us. Many of us feel God’s presence
most deeply in nature, but as I thought of
the creation story and how God created
humans right alongside everything else, I
was reminded how we are a part of nature.
We are not really separate from the bugs

and the trees and whatever else we see
because we like the rest of it are
created beings.
It’s easy for us to feel like we need to be
independent and strong, like we need to
take care of ourselves. There is of course
some truth to that. But there is also deeper
truth to the story of God forming us out of
clay and breathing life into our lungs. We
are cared for by a Creator who loves us
more than we could imagine, who holds us
in creation each and every second of our
lives even though we often don’t notice. And
even before humans do anything, before
they prove themselves or create anything,
or even notice God, God calls them
supremely good. How often do we fail to
notice this truth about ourselves? How often
do we forget in the hubbub of life that before
we even take a breath, God has already
given us this profound love that calls us
good? It’s the first and truest label we wear.
Wherever you find yourself today, take a
moment to pay attention. Pause and find a
part of God’s creation to notice, whether it’s
your dog, a tree outside, or even the back of
your hand. Pay attention to what you see
and think about how God lovingly created
whatever it is you are looking at, how God
called it good. Slowing down and paying
attention helps us to remember that
everything is a gift. Life is a gift! The world
around us is a gift! The people we love and
the people we don’t like are gifts, because
life itself is a gift from God. Today, let’s
practice pausing and being grateful for the
gift of life, for God’s very breath that fills our
lungs.
Breathing in all that is good in His name,
Bonnie

JOY! NEWS
This is the day that the Lord hath made; we
will rejoice and be glad in it. Psalms 118:24
Summer is Here!
This summer brings a return of cookouts,
picnics, and fireworks for July 4th. As we
gather to have fun and eat good food, we also
give thanks and celebrate our precious
democracy and independence. Let’s not forget
to give eternal thanks for the original founding
father, GOD THE FATHER. For without God
and his love for us, we would have nothing of
true worth. We wish everyone peace, love,
joy, and safe July 4th and summer!
The Children at Joy! CDC have been very
busy with all of their summer activities.
Caterpillars, Butterflies, Pandas, Koalas
and Lemurs have been enjoying water days
once a week. This is such a fun activity they
look forward to. It’s always a sight to see as
they splash in the wading pools, slip and slide.
The infants look forward to their outdoor
walks in the big stroller.
Please keep the children and staff of Joy!
CDC in your prayers during this busy summer.
We hope all of you have a fun and safe
summer!
Summer
Summer,
Swimming, cooking, baking
In the summer time I am going to
church camp
Running, walking, jogging
Light, night
Summer
By: Amanda Lynch 1/5/08
Peace and Joy!
Christina Brown, Assistant to the Director

Connie Scott became a member by transfer
from another denomination on Sunday, May
29, 2022 at the 8:55 a.m. service.
Marilyn Bender became a member by
transfer from another denomination on
Sunday, June 5, 2022 at the 8:55 a.m.
service.
Kay MacKinnon became a member by
transfer from the Ulysses Methodist Church
on Sunday, June 5, 2022 at the 8:55 a.m.
service.
Johnathan Radenberg became a member
by transfer from the Claflin United Methodist
Church on Sunday, June 5, 2022 at the 8:55
a.m. service.

SUMMER CAMPS AT CAMP
LAKESIDE
Elementary Camp June 27-July 1 Ages 7-11
Come Sail Away July 18-22 Ages 12-15
Mini Faith & Fun July 24-26 Ages 7-11
Guardian and Me Camp July 29-30
All ages welcome
Register Today: Call the office or register at
https://camplakeside.campbrainregistration.com

The Church will provide scholarships for
one-half the cost!

LISTS, LISTS, LISTS!
Below are the names of those who are
sponsoring flowers, broadcasts, bells, and
Upper Rooms for the month of July.

July 3
July 10
July 17
July 24
July 31

July 3
July 10
July 17
July 24
July 31

PULPIT FLOWERS
Kirk Schraeder
Sarah Godbey
Dee McKnight
Dee Smoll
Donitta Wiles
RADIO BROADCASTS - $100
memory of Doug & Cha Ree
Smith’s anniversary
memory of James & Velma
Faulds
Jim & Judy Lenz and Betty
Swaim
available
Ned & Dorothy Lowry

Guests in Worship Sunday
We were delighted to welcome these guests at
Our services
(May 15, 2022)
In – Town
None.
Out – of – Town
None.
(May 22, 2022)
In – Town
None.
Out – of – Town
Rose Radenberg.
(May 29, 2022)
In – Town

TOWER BELLS - $75
WEEK OF
July 3-9
July 10-16
July 17-23
July 24-30
July 31-August 6

Ned & Dorothy Lowry
available
Kathie Schlereth
available
Austens

UPPER ROOM SPONSOR 2022
Ann Frigon Farm Bureau Financial Service

Justice Butter.
Out – of – Town
Roger Ailshia, Sherrie Foley.
(June 5, 2022)
In – Town
Jami, Vincent & Faelynn Huse.
Out – of – Town
None.
(June 12, 2022)
In – Town
Lynette Sewell, Benny Patino, Juan Carlos
Esquibel.
Out – of – Town
None.
(June 19, 2022)
In – Town
None.
Out – of – Town
None.

OBITUARY
LARRY OWENS
DODGE CITY – Larry K. Owens, 80,
died Tuesday, June 7, 2022 at
SunPorch of Dodge City.
He was born August 28, 1941 at
Dighton, Kansas, the son of Merritt and
Viola (Maser) Owens. He was a
graduate of Dodge City High School and
a longtime Dodge City resident. He was
a farmer and enjoyed horse racing. He
was a member of the First United
Methodist Church, Dodge City and the
Jockey Club,
Survivors include: 2 sons, Wes and wife
Shannon and Bryan and wife Cynthia all
of Dodge City; 3 grandchildren, Aubrey
Owens, New York City, New York, Alivia
Owens, Grand Blanc, Michigan and
Canyon Owens, Dodge City; 2 brothers,
Don Owens and Gerald Owens and wife
Carol all of Dodge City; and a sister,
Jeanette Gregory, Carlsbad, California.
He was preceded in death by his
parents and a granddaughter, Alanna
Owens.
Memorial service was at 10:30 am
Saturday, June 18, 2022 at Ziegler
Funeral Chapel, Dodge City, with Jeff
Hiers officiating.
The family suggests memorials to
Hospice of the Prairie in care of Ziegler
Funeral Chapel, 1901 N. 14th Ave.,
Dodge City, Kansas 67801.

We express our sympathy to…
…the family of Larry Owens.
…Eve Wayman and family on the death of
her father.

The Church’s Vital Statistics
Date

Worship
Attendance

Last Year
Worship
Attendance

Sunday
School

Last Year
Sunday
School

Giving

Last Year
Giving

5/15

253

285

41

0

3,776

5,835

5/22

287

255

46

0

3,063

4,336

5/29

240

210

26

0

6,059

3,861

6/5

240

227

34

0

7,471

6,662

6/12

213

268

30

0

3,600

6,096

YTD

5,797

5,554

793

0

188,282

YTD avg

232

231

32

0

224,873

Ministry & Mission Giving
Due for 2022: 62,901
Received as of 6/13: 20,807

Persons From Our Congregation Living in Nursing/Rest Homes
(Does not include those in Independent Living Apartments at Manor of the Plains)
Please remember in prayer those in nursing/rest homes.
If you know of anyone we have missed,
call us at 227-8181.

Trinity Manor
Patsy Craven
Joyce Crosby
Norma Ward
Robert Louquet
Robert Newell
Lanette Housman
Reflection Living
Edna Maley
Florence Hill

Manor of the
Plains
Virginia Orrison
Jack MacNair
Bobbie MacNair
Betty
McConnaughey
Gwen Brooks
Esther
Stephenson

Sun Porch

Overland Park
Joyce Barnes

Brookdale
Kenneth Stephenson
Ned Lowry
Jerry Rumbaugh
Barbara Meanor

Hutchinson
Richard Woodworth
Carol Strobel

First United Methodist Church
…a community of joy!
210 Soule
Dodge City, Kansas 67801
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OUR MINISTRY and MISSON GIVING

Great churches. Great leaders. Great disciples. Transforming the world.

The Annual Meeting of the Great Plains Annual Conference was held IN PERSON in
Omaha, Nebraska from June 8th through the 11th. One item of business was the setting of
appointments of clergy within the Conference by Bishop Saenz. We are pleased that our
Senior Pastor, Rev. Jerre Nolte, and our Associate Pastor, Rev. Juan Espinosa have been
appointed for another year here at First Church. Welcome back Jerre and Juan! We thank
you for all that you do for the First United Methodist Church and for Dodge City.
Watch for More Information Here Each Month!
Your Lay Member to Annual Conference: Mike Morrison

